
Annual Village Meeting.  

  

• Opening remarks by Ben, giving brief overview  

SLIDE First of all I'd just like to welcome you all to the 2019 
annual village meeting. Great to see so many of you here. This 

is the 3rd meeting in this format  

Firstly just to give you a brief overview of the evening – I would 
stress that this is the annual village meeting – it’s not a PC 
meeting. It’s your meeting and your opportunity to find out 
what's been going on over the last year in the village, to 

comment on that if you would like to, and also as importantly 
for you to input into the coming year. For you to raise issues 
and to discuss them as a village and to make suggestions and put 

forward ideas for consideration and potential action.  

SLIDE So if I could talk you through tonight's running order -   

Firstly  

We are going to have a presentation from Councillor Andrew 
Smith Our Borough councillor on the recent changes at St 
Edmundbury and the merger with Forest Heath forming the new 

West Suffolk Council. 

Then we are going to have an brief update on activity from each 

of the groups and clubs in the village.  

Following that Myself and Pete Clarke will talk a little bit about 
things that have been going on and issues that the Parish council 
have been working on over the last year and then looking 

forward to the next year.  

After that we are going to have a break for refreshments and 

during that time could I encourage people to use the pens, post 

it notes and sheets on wall to put forward suggestions. 

Firstly on that sheet over there any ideas or thoughts you have 
on activities or tasks for the Volunteer group in the coming year 
and secondly on that sheet over there any suggestions or ideas 

or comments for or about the Village generally.  



Not a requirement but if people could put their names on the 
notes it would help us to feedback in a more focussed way. I’ll 

remind about this again before we break. 

Finally after the break we are moving into an open forum 

session where you can raise issues and discuss them as a 

village.  

So you'll see the emphasis of the meeting has been tweaked 
slightly again this year with a return to a guest speaker slot with 
a dedicated time for an open forum after the break. As I said it's 
your meeting so please feel free to ask questions and join in at 

any point.  

So first of all I am pleased to welcome our Guest speaker our 

Borough Councillor Andrew Smith - Thank you Andrew 

Moving onto the village groups and clubs we are starting off with 
The Parochial Church Council (PCC) followed by the History 

group and Dig and that's Robert   

  

• Village Groups / Clubs:- Brief presentation by each  

 

• P.C.C. (Robert)  
• The History Group - inc. The Dig (Robert)  
• Fen & Firmage Charities (Julian)    

• The Bowls Club (Peter)  
• Pond-life (Ben on Behalf of group) 
• Village Hall (Dee)  

• Village playing field (Dee) 

  

• Village achievements and PC (Ben / Peter)  

I just wanted to talk a little bit about what's been going on 

from a parish council perspective by way of an update.  

 



I just thought I'd put up a few Slides of things as I talk 

through them  

SLIDE  I’d just like to mention our County Cllr Joanna Spicer 
and our District Cllr Andrew Smith both of whom are here 

this evening and who also attend our PC meetings – so for 
County and district issues they are your point of contact and 
their details can also be found on the website. Both Andrew 
and Joanna are incredibly supportive both in their time and 
with financial assistance from their locality budgets. They 
are also very approachable. So thanks to them for their 
support during the year. I should add that Andrew was re 

elected  Borough councillor this May. 

 

SLIDE – So moving on to the Parish Council. Following the 
election in May, which was uncontested. The Parish council 
is made up of 7 Cllrs – Chris Flood, Diana Haycock, Janet 
Ladell who is vice chair, Pete Clarke, our newest member 
Chris Garman and myself Ben who's the chair.  We said 

goodbye this year to Dee Stewardson who retired from the 
council at the election and Reg Jay our Clerk who also 

retired - our thanks go to them. 

Reg’s place has been taken by Rowena Salter who is the new 
Clerk and RFO. The 7th Councillor position is currently 

vacant. 

We meet the first Thursday every other month Jan, March, 
May, July, Sept and Nov. With other meetings as required. 

Meetings are held here in the village hall starting at 7 the 
meetings are open to the public. We have an open session at 
the beginning of each meeting where villagers can raise 
issues or make us aware of anything. Our details are on the 
website and feel free to contact or come along to a meeting 
if you need to discuss anything with us. You would be most 

welcome. Our annual PC meeting where accounts etc are 
signed off is held in May and we generally discuss and set 
budget at the November and January meetings if you are 
particularly interested in these issues. This coming year we 
will be carrying out a fairly major review of policies and 
procedures  as well as our day to day business. Also please 



come and talk to us if you are interested in the vacant 

position. 

SLIDE We have a specific Parish Council website with lots of 
info about meetings – agendas minutes etc along with 

policies and financial information, speed data and the 
emergency plan. This also contains links to other useful 

sites such as the SCC Highways report a problem page. 

SLIDE This is where you can report problems with the 
highway such as potholes flooding etc and I would 
encourage you all to do so. It is simple and quick to use and 
in my experience responded to – if not always positively. 
This screen shot shows the current reported issues in the 

village. 

SLIDE This year we have also started a face book page which 
provides a more accessible way to find out what’s going on 
in the village or with the PC and to share news and 

information. 

SLIDE Next some issues facing us currently - Highways 
continues to be a problem with a number of issues such as 

flooding (although less so this year) potholes and verge 
damage. We regularly report these issues to the Highways 
department. We have been informed that works have been 
programmed for works such as the overhaul of the surface 

water drainage although no date has yet been forthcoming.  

SLIDE Also the collapsing pavement on the Thetford road 
bend. This was raised at the last AVM and that work we have 
been told was programmed in for this last financial year 

although not yet started. We will continue to press the 
Highways authority to deal with these ongoing issues 

although funding as always is a problem for them.  

We have also had several reports of the poor condition of 
the footpath and verge alongside Thetford road and are 
currently in the process of organising a meeting with both 
the landowners Suffolk County Council and Havebury 

housing and residents to see what can be done to resolve 
some of the issues. Joanna and Andrew have both offered 

to attend. 



I would urge you all to report potholes and other problems 
via the County council website – link on our website. The 

more reports the more likely action will be taken. 

SLIDE You will also recall from last year the Crossroads into 

the village from Rushford was being looked at following an 
accident. This year following further accidents and 
discussions with the County Council, traffic calming in the 
form of a new warning sign and Slow marking on the 
approach to the village from Rushford was put in place. Our 

thanks to Joanna for her help with this.  

SLIDE Unfortunately however there has since been a further 
accident. The faded white lines at the Junction and the 

defective directional and give way signs have been reported 
to SCC but we would urge all to take special care at this 

junction in the meantime. 

SLIDE Works to alleviate the flooding of the American war 
memorial and corner have also been undertaken with a new 
concrete apron, kerbing and surface water drain. Whilst 
there is still ponding in the dip at times of extreme rain it 

does seem to get away quickly and the memorial no longer 
floods. Thanks again to Joanna for her help with that 

scheme. 

SLIDE – Now Pete is going to talk us through a couple of 
things firstly an update of the employment and data of our 
vehicle activated sign. Which has meant that we have seen 
the speed camera van in the village a few times in the last 

year. Pete 

SLIDE Secondly our new volunteering group a suggestion 
taken up from the last village meeting and which has had a 

couple of outings in the last year.  

Thanks Pete 

SLIDE You will also have noticed that the Bus Shelter which 
was damaged in the January ‘18 Gale and subject of an 
insurance claim was repaired during the course of the year. 

Here you can see a before and after. 



Now for a couple of examples of how the village came 
together so wonderfully on two very special occasions last 

year. 

SLIDE Firstly almost a year ago to the day we hosted a visit 

from two American WW2 veterans and a group of vets 
families who were visiting Knettishall airfield and Coney 
Weston. The village turned out in force to welcome them to 
tea at the hall as part of their itinerary. I’d like to say well 
done to all involved. As one of the memorial committee I 
know how much it was really appreciated by the group. A 

great day. 

SLIDE   Secondly following the refurbishment of the WW1 

war memorial which was completed last October. 

SLIDE On the 11th November the Village came together to 
commemorate the 100th anniversary of the Armistice. 
During the Service readers gave a little background to each 
of the names on the Stone which made the whole thing a 
little more personal. Plaques have also been placed on Pews 
in the Church commemorating each man lost. The hall was 

decorated up and we even still have our own “there but not 
there statue” in place by the memorial. Following the 
service we had refreshments and an exhibition of 
memorabilia in the hall. This was a great example of 
community spirit and we even got a mention on the Jeremy 
Vine show the next day by a visitor to the event. Again 

thanks to all for making the day special. 

SLIDE  Now looking forward - We talked last year about the 
section 106 money that the Borough was holding to be spent 
on a community benefit project in the village after looking 
at various suggestions it was decided that the repair of the 
village hall roof would be most appropriate as it is one asset 
that is for the benefit of the whole community.  Dee has 

already talked about this but it will be a major village 

project in the coming year. 

 

 



SLIDE - We have heard from Pete about how the volunteer group 
has been involved in carrying out some of the more minor tasks 
such as cleaning signs footways etc.  You will recall that the 
highways consulted us regarding tasks that we might undertake 

as a community and the volunteer group has very much been 
the genesis of this. Going forward we would interested to hear 
your thoughts on this as a concept and how far it could be 
taken. That is the idea of using volunteers or possibly even 
paying for minor maintenance works such as grass cutting, verge 

clearance etc.  

So in the break as well as asking for ideas and thoughts for the 

Village generally. 

We would be very grateful for thoughts on where we could go 
with the volunteers and suggestions of tasks for the group for 
example assisting with the play equipment maintenance. Also 
thoughts on tasks that you as villagers would like prioritised 
either utilising the group or by other means. We can then 

discuss that with the group, or within the PC as appropriate.  

So that’s a brief summary and a brief look forward. Thanks for 

listening. We are happy to take any questions at this point or 
perhaps during the open 
forum.                                                                                          

                                                  

• Villagers encouraged to complete post-it-notes, 

during the break, for the following:-  

 

1. Suggestions  for future volunteering tasks or priority works 

2. Suggestions/ideas for the village, generally  

- Break for Tea/Coffee/Wine and nibbles –(village hall committee)  

• Open Forum – discuss any issue  

- CLOSE –   

  

  



 


