
VILLAGE HALL REPORT TO ANNUAL VILLAGE MEETING APRIL 2017 

The committee of eleven have been kept busy for another year with Dee Stewardson in the 

chair. We gained two new members (Susie Howard and Roger Blake); and lost Peter Fleig and 

Peter Clarke.  

Income to 31st March totalled £4560 derived from: - 

 Fundraising         £1940 

 Hall hire               £1505 

 Grant (St Eds)      £500 

 Recycling (net)     £340 

 Donations             £275 

 

Operating expenses totalled £4977 resulting in a small trading loss of approx. £400.  

Major expense items for the building and services have cost over £3000; these were for the re-

decoration of the interior, Renew & modernise the main heaters, install an efficient fan assisted 

range cooker. Repairs to windows and the full electrical inspection of all electrical apparatus 

was also completed. 

The year end funds balance was confirmed at £6300; (all finance figures are rounded). 

 

The committee are always willing to consider new themes for fundraising events, especially 

while strong public support continues. 

A free ‘Tea & Natter’ once a month on Thursday afternoon has proved very popular, in fact a 

donation plate has been requested! 

 

The committee thank you all for supporting the hall; we apologise if on rare occasions the ticket 

allocation has sold out, so watch the adverts and make your mind up early to be sure of a place. 

 

Reg Jay 

Secretary 

 

Playing Field Report 

George and I carried out an inspection prior to the start of the summer season on all the play 

equipment and as expected more rotten timbers were found,these were mainly to the ladder to 

the multi play and side supports to the climbing wall, the affected timber was treated and 

reinforced as necessary with new pressure treated wood. Also the train and carriage roof had 

taken some damage owing to being climbed on and what we think is misuse by older children, 

this was replaced and painted, we await the outcome. 

The play equipment and area are inspected every month by Tim McGhee of St Edmundsbury 

and the parish council is in receipt of his report. 

We are awaiting the outcome of a request for monies from the 106 to replace the cambark 

which has reached the end of its life. 

 Update as of August 17/17 We have put down 9 cubic metres of playbark round the 

equipment with money from the playing field bank account. 

Dee Stewardson. Chairman 



 

Annual Report of the Coney Weston Swan Bowls Club 

There are currently 28 playing members. The bowling season is from May until September 

when games are played on Monday afternoon, Tuesday evening and Thursday evening. The 

club currently plays in two leagues; The Bury League and the Area Triples League. 

Income is generated in the following ways:- 

Membership fee of £30, Rink Fees of £2 per match and 50p per practise session. Fundraising in 

the form of an annual Race-Nite, an annual dinner and a monthly Whist-Drive pays for the 

maintenance of the Green and the Pavilion and keeps the club solvent. 

The green and the pavilion are on land which is currently owned by Greene-King. This means 

that the club has no security of tenure. This in turn means that the club is not eligible for any 

form of grant. The pavilion will need some significant amelioration work undertaken in the near 

future.  Greene-King have informed us that they are about to sell the land and have tentatively 

suggested they will apply for planning permission for a land-swap and change of use. This 

would essentially mean that the new land-owner would build houses on the current green – part 

of the profit would pay for a new bowls green behind the current green and make a contribution 

towards a new pavilion. Additionally the Bowls Club would be given the freehold of the new 

green. The club members are keen to pursue this provisional offer, as not responding could well 

mean the eventual closure of the current bowls club. We are waiting for a formal offer from 

Greene-King in order that we can give a considered response. 

We currently have a very good relationship with Phil and Betty, the Landlord / Landlady of our 

neighbours, The Swan Pub. They provide refreshments for players after league matches and 

their toilets are used by players throughout the season. 

Peter Clarke (Secretary) 

Fen and Firmage Charity 

The Fen Charity was set up when the common land of Coney Weston was enclosed in 1771, 

with the poor of the village granted permission to take peat for their fires, and the light land to 

the north of Fen Street was sown with gorse and Broom for the same purpose. This was hardly 

fair compensation for the loss of grazing and wood-gathering rights on what had been common 

land, but injustice when the commons were enclosed was normal practice aven though each 

enclosure required an act of Parliament. At some stage the Poors’ firing land  became privately 

owned and only the fen lands remained. A Mr Robert Firmage later set up a separate charity for 

the poor of the village and allotted land to provide for this. Eventually this land was sold and the 

money invested in a charitable trust, an arrangement that continues to this day. 

The two charities are administered by three trustees in accordance with the original founding 

principles. The fen land is rented out for shooting, the investments and fen rents being kept in 

the same bank account with the money being distributed each Christmas or when needs arise. 

When the two halves of Coney Weston were merged the trustees sought guidance and found 

that this made no difference to the charities, the distribution is still strictly within the original 

village boundary. The combined income of both charities is little more than £400 per year. It has 



been suggested that the Charities be wound up as the amount distributed is so small, but the 

trustees are agreed that this is part of our heritage and the tradition is worth keeping. 

On a personal note, I have discovered that in the 18th century a Mr Flood and a Mr Firmage 

lived in Stoke Ferry, and it is particularly pleasing to feel a connection going back so far with the 

history of the village. I keep the accounts as Secretary to the trustees. Anyone who would like to 

see them is welcome to do so (the names of the recipients must of course remain confidential). 

Julian Flood – Secretary to the Trustees 


